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Youth Political Participation In An Emerging
Democracy
This edited volume presents findings from a major cross-European research
project mapping the civic and political engagement of young Europeans in the
context of both shared and diverse political heritages. Drawing on new survey,
interview and ethnographic data, the authors discuss substantive issues relating
to young people’s attitudes and activism including: attitudes to the European
Union and to history; understanding of political ideologies; how attitudes to
democracy are shaped by political heritage; activism in radical right wing groups
and religion-based organisations; and digital activism. These contributions make
the book’s case that transnational and multi-method projects can enrich our
understanding of how young people envisage their place and role in Europe’s
political and civic space. The book challenges methodological assumptions that
survey research shows the big picture but at the cost of local nuance or that
qualitative research cannot speak beyond the individual case, and demonstrates
the added explanatory value of triangulating different kinds of data.
Understanding Youth Participation Across Europe will be of interest to students
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and scholars across a range of disciplines, including Sociology, Political
Sociology, Youth Studies and Political and Civic Participation.
Active political engagement requires the youth of today to begin their journeys
now to be leaders of tomorrow. Young individuals are instrumental in providing
valuable insight into issues locally as well as on a national and international level.
Participation of Young People in Governance Processes in Africa examines the
role of young peoples’ involvement in governance processes in Africa and
demonstrates how they are engaging in active citizenship. There is an intrinsic
value in upholding their right to participate in decisions that affect their daily lives
and their communities, and the content within this publication supports this by
focusing on topics such as good citizenship, youth empowerment, democratic
awareness, political climate, and socio-economic development. It is designed for
researchers, academics, policymakers, government officials, and professionals
whose interests center on the engagement of youth in active citizenship roles.
Explores whether, and how, young people work with and against contemporary
politics at institutional and grassroots levels.
Recent years have witnessed growing concerns about the disengagement of
young people from conventional politics both in Britain and internationally. Their
non-participation is often viewed as reflecting both a deeper political alienation
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and 'apathy' amongst young people, and a wider political malaise across western
societies. Based upon a wide range of UK and European survey sources,
together with qualitative and policy-focused analyses, this volume explores the
attitudes of young people to politics and government in Britain and assesses the
prospects for re-engaging young people with the formal political process. Young
Citizens will be a valuable reference for academics, researchers, policy makers
and practitioners in the fields of sociology, social policy, citizenship studies and
youth studies.
Indian Youth and Electoral Politics studies the significant relationship between
Indian youth and electoral politics in the country. The book answers many
pertinent questions: Does a young candidate matter to the young voters? Do
youth vote more enthusiastically if there are young candidates contesting
elections? Contrary to popular notions, there is an increased interest in electoral
politics amongst the Indian youth. But when it comes to voting, there is a lower
participation. The book looks at the level of awareness of the youth about political
issues and analyzes youth interest and participation in electoral politics. It also
points out that a large percentage of Indian youth would be willing to take up
politics as their career choice. However there are differences in level of youth
interest and electoral participation along gender, locality, and various such social
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variables.
Youth an Politics How do young people in Europe perceive politics? How do they
engage in the political realm? Which groups of young people are actively
involved? And which learning environments and opportunity structures can foster
parti - cipation? Furthermore methodological problems of comparative
participation research are discussed and the measurement instrument that was
developed in this European research project, and is certainly useful for similar
studies is presented. From the Contents: Reingard Spannring, The meaning of
and relationship with politics Wolfgang Gaiser, Johann de Rijke, Forms of political
participation among young Europeans Sabine Westphal and Natalia Waechter,
Learning for participation: family, peers, schools, voluntary organisations Ruth
Picker, Gender: a female way of participation/ young women and politics Günther
Ogris, The measurement instrument Johann de Rijke, Wolfgang Gaiser and
Franziska Waechter, Stability of political behaviour Reingard Spannring, Günther
Ogris, Wolfgang Gaiser, Conclusion
This book provides insight into the diverse ways young people from around the
world are regenerating politics in innovative and multifaceted ways. The authors,
who include academics and activists, challenge claims that young people are
apolitical, apathetic and living up to the ‘me generation’ stereotype.
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Contributions cover a rich body of case examples of traditional and new forms of
youth politics in response to situated injustices and political and socio-economic
crises. Significant and optimistic, the collection presents strong evidence from
across the globe that these developments are not isolated incidences, but are in
fact part of a systemic, large-scale transformation leading to a regeneration of the
political landscape by young people. The book is aimed at students and scholars
in the fields of politics, sociology, policy studies and youth and childhood studies.
Youth Civic and Political EngagementRoutledge
A social anxiety currently pervades the political classes of the western world, arising from the
perception that young people have become disaffected with liberal democratic politics. Voter
turnout among 18-25 year olds continues to be lower than other age groups and they are less
likely to join political parties. This is not, however, proof that young people are not interested in
politics per se but is evidence that they are becoming politically socialized within a new media
environment. This shift poses a significant challenge to politicians who increasingly have to
respond to a technologically mediated lifestyle politics that celebrates lifestyle diversity,
personal disclosure and celebrity. This book explores alternative approaches for engaging and
understanding young people’s political activity and looks at the adoption of information and
ICTs as a means to facilitate the active engagement of young people in democratic societies.
Young Citizens in a Digital Age presents new research and the first comprehensive analysis of
ICTs, citizenship and young people from an international group of leading scholars. It is an
important book for students and researchers of citizenship and ICTs within the fields of
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sociology, politics, social policy and communication studies among others.
There has been a growing chorus of political analysts with doomsday predictions of an
American public that is uncivil, disengaged, and alienated. And it?s only getting worse with a
younger generation of Americans who do not see the value in voting. The good news is that
the bad news is wrong. In this Third Edition of The Good Citizen, Russell Dalton uses current
national public opinion surveys, including new evidence from 2018 Pew Center survey data, to
show how Americans are changing their views on what good citizenship means. It?s not about
recreating the halcyon politics of a generation ago, but recognition that new patterns of
citizenship call for new processes and new institutions that reflect the values of the
contemporary American public. Trends in participation, tolerance, and policy priorities reflect a
younger generation that is more engaged, more tolerant, and more supportive of social justice.
The Good Citizen shows how a younger generation is creating new norms of citizenship that
are leading to a renaissance of democratic participation. An important comparative chapter in
the book showcases cross-national comparisons that further demonstrate the vitality of
American democracy.
Engaging youth in civic life has become a central concern to a broad array of researchers in a
variety of academic fields as well to policy makers and practitioners globally. This book is both
international and multidisciplinary, consisting of three sections that respectively cover
conceptual issues, developmental and educational topics, and methodological and
measurement issues. Broad in its coverage of topics, this book supports scholars,
philanthropists, business leaders, government officials, teachers, parents, and community
practitioners in their drive to engage more young people in community and civic actions.
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This book analyses the various ways and the extent to which young people participate in
politics, focusing primarily on the UK and including cross-national comparisons where relevant.
It covers topics including: what is meant by political participation; youth political participation on
a pan-European basis; new social media and youth political participation; whether the voting
age should be lowered to 16; youth participation at the local level; and young women and
political participation. Written in a lively and engaging style, the book provides a detailed
investigation into the extent to which young people in the twenty-first century are interested
and participate in politics. The author has included interviews with many young people, as well
as with academics and specialists in the field. The book’s greatest contribution is to the debate
surrounding whether or not the voting age should be lowered to 16 – a timely and thoughtprovoking analysis.
What is the place of young people in society today? This book presents a searching and
comprehensive picture of youth, demonstrating both its diversity and singularity, and helping to
dispel many of the myths, discriminations, stigmas and prejudices attached to this segment of
society. Drawing on a vast empirical research exercise including over 8000 interviews and 40
focus groups in eight metropolitan areas of Brazil, this book explores the most important
aspects of young people's social participation and the resulting challenges for public policy.
With clear resonance beyond Brazil, this research is designed to inform youth policy strategies
in the developing and developed world.
Drawing on case studies from around the world, contributors to this ground-breaking book
explore a major contemporary paradox: on the one hand, young people today are at the
forefront of political campaigns promoting social rights and ethical ideas that challenge
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authoritarian orders and elite privileges. On the other hand, too many governments, some
claiming to be committed to liberal-democratic values, social inclusion and youth participation
are engaged in repressing political activities that contest the status quo. Contributors to this
book explore how, especially since 9/11, governments, state agencies and other traditional
power holders around the globe have reacted to political dissent authored by young people.
While the ‘need’ to enhance ‘youth political participation’ is promoted, the cases in this book
document how states are using everything from surveillance, summary offences, expulsion
from universities, ‘gag laws’ and ‘antiterrorism’ legislation, and even imprisonment to repress
certain forms of young people’s political activism. These responses diminish the public sphere
and create civic spaces hostile to political participation by any citizen. This book forms part of
The Criminalization of Political Dissent series. It documents and interprets the many ways
contemporary governments and agencies now routinely use various techniques to repress and
criminalise political dissent.

In searching for answers as to why young people differ vastly from their parents and
grandparents when it comes to turning out the vote, A New Engagement challenges the
conventional wisdom that today's youth is plagued by a severe case of political apathy.
In order to understand the current nature of citizen engagement, it is critical to separate
political from civic engagement. Using the results from an original set of surveys and
the authors' own primary research, they conclude that while older citizens participate by
voting, young people engage by volunteering and being active in their communities.
What exactly is civic and political participation? What factors influence young people’s
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participation? How can we encourage youth to actively participate in their own
democracies? Youth Civic and Political Engagement takes a multidisciplinary approach
to answering these key questions, incorporating research in the fields of psychology,
sociology, political science and education to explore the issues affecting youth civic and
political engagement. Drawing on evidence that has been obtained in many different
national contexts, and through multinational studies, this book provides a theoretical
synthesis of this large and diverse body of research, using an integrative multi-level
ecological model of youth engagement to do so. It identifies unresolved issues in the
field and offers numerous suggestions for future research. Youth Civic and Political
Engagement is an invaluable resource for researchers, teachers, youth workers, civil
society activists, policymakers and politicians who wish to acquire an up-to-date
understanding of the factors and processes that influence young people’s civic and
political engagement, and how to promote youth engagement.
This book addresses the conceptual lapse in the literature regarding the relationship
between cultural production and participatory politics by examining their connections in
a range of national and political contexts. Each chapter examines how youth engage
cultural production as part of their political participation, and how political participation is
sometimes central to, and expressed through, cultural production. The contributing
authors provide examples of the intersections between youth cultural production and
participatory politics and bring together a range of approaches to the examination of
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these intersections, providing illustrations of the complexities involved in these
processes. Each of the chapters takes up different kinds of practices – from street art to
video production, from online activism to installation work. They also examine a range
of political contexts – from students striking at the University of Puerto Rico to activism
in community arts centres and university classrooms. The book considers what
becomes evident when close attention is paid to the intersection of cultural production
and participatory politics: what does participatory politics help people to see about
cultural production and how does cultural production expand how people understand
participatory politics? This book was originally published as a special issue of
Curriculum Inquiry.
This book examines young people's political engagement in the Anglo-American
democracies. It is often alleged that young people are disengaged from politics on a
number of levels. The commonly held view is that young people don't vote, they do not
trust politicians and have low levels of political interest. But is this true, where is it true
and to what extent? Examining voter turnout, political trust, political interest, electoral
and non-electoral forms of participation and Internet use, this book provides a
comprehensive account of young people's political engagement in the US, Britain,
Canada and Australia. In doing so this book challenges the conventional wisdom on a
number of fronts by showing young people's political engagement to be much more
complicated than many of the stereotypes suggest (in both good and bad ways).In this
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way, this book provides a report card on young people's political engagement in the
twenty-first century. Young People and Politics will be of interest to students and
scholars of political science, comparative politics, public policy and sociology,
particularly those with a focus on young people and politics, political participation and
public opinion.
This book analyses the relationship between youth and participation, looking
specifically at those repertories of involvement that are commonly clustered under the
concept of “unconventional political participation”. The author focuses on the
connections between youth practices of participation and youth conditions in
contemporary society. Drawing from the analysis of three ethnographic case studies
conducted on experiences of youth participation in Italy and Sweden, the circumstances
and the reasons leading young people to express their political ideas through forms of
engagement located outside the realm of “formal politics” are explored. The book
seeks to bring back the specificities of contemporary youth at the centre of the analysis
of youth practices of participation, highlighting their often overlooked socio-historical
and generational ‘situatedness’. Youth and Unconventional Political Engagement will
be of interest students and scholars across a range of disciplines, including youth
studies, political science, and sociology.
This timely book offers a fresh look at youth participation: examining official and
unofficial constructions of participation by young people in a range of socio-political
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domains.
This book is concerned with the contexts, nature and quality of the participation of
young people in European democratic life. The authors understand democracy broadly
as both institutional politics and civic cultures, and a wide range of methods are used to
analyse and assess youth participation and attitudes.

In the last decades, political participation expanded continuously. This expansion
includes activities as diverse as voting, tweeting, signing petitions, changing your
social media profile, demonstrating, boycotting products, joining flash mobs,
attending meetings, throwing seedbombs, and donating money. But if political
participation is so diverse, how do we recognize participation when we see it?
Despite the growing interest in new forms of citizen engagement in politics, there
is virtually no systematic research investigating what these new and emerging
forms of engagement look like, how prevalent they are in various societies, and
how they fit within the broader structure of well-known participatory acts
conceptually and empirically. The rapid spread of internet-based activities
especially underlines the urgency to deal with such challenges. In this book,
Yannis Theocharis and Jan W. van Deth put forward a systematic and unified
approach to explore political participation and offer new conceptual and empirical
tools with which to study it. Political Participation in a Changing World will assist
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both scholars and students of political behaviour to systematically study new
forms of political participation without losing track of more conventional political
activities.
Sarah Pickard offers a detailed and wide-ranging assessment of electoral and
non-electoral political participation of young people in contemporary Britain,
drawing on perspectives and insights from youth studies, political science and
political sociology. This comprehensive book enquires into the approaches used
by the social sciences to understand young people’s politics and documents
youth-led evolutions in political behaviour. After unpicking key concepts including
‘political participation,’ ‘generations,’ the ‘political life-cycle,’ and the ‘youth
vote,’ Pickard draws on a combination of quantitative and qualitative research to
trace the dynamics operating in electoral political participation since the 1960s.
This includes the relationship between political parties, politicians and young
people, youth and student wings of political parties, electoral behaviour and the
lowering of the voting age to 16. Pickard goes on to discuss personalised
engagement through what she calls young people’s (DIO) Do-It-Ourselves
political participation in online and offline connected collectives. The book then
explores young people’s political dissent as part of a global youth-led wave of
protest. This holistic book will appeal to anyone with an interest in young people,
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politics, protest and political change.
We are living in an era of democratic disconnect. A gap exists between
institutional understandings and expectations of young citizens and the nature
and substance of youthful forms of political action. In recent times youth
participation policies have become a popular strategy to address a range of
perceived 'issues' related to young people: either problems of youth
disengagement from democracy or their exclusion from democratic processes.
Drawing on the accounts of young people in Australia and the United Kingdom,
this book examines questions of youth citizenship and participation by exploring
their meanings in policy, practice and youth experience. With reference to recent
theoretical work from the New Sociology of Youth, Political Sociology and Media
and Communications it examines young people's perspectives on participation in
non-government and youth-led organisations. In doing so, it focuses on what
young people think and do – and what can be done to bridge the democratic
disconnect.
Why does it appear that many young people are disengaging from democracy
and political participation? For many governments, politicians, academics, social
commentators and researchers this is a serious and challenging problem.
Consequently widespread interest exists on how to engage young people in
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politics and democracy.
Although many scholars are convinced of the apparent civic disengagement of
youth, others suggest that civic participation of young people is stable and
increasingly expressed through non-institutionalized forms of practicing politics.
This book makes a key contribution to this discussion by asking whether the
"decline or shift" paradigm is sufficient in understanding political participation of
the youth. It argues that we need to move beyond this framework and develop a
renewed reflection on the meaning of "civic and political engagement". It asks
crucial questions such as: How can the young be educated into assuming civic
and political responsibility? Why and how do young people engage in social and
political action? How do the principal mediating institutions (education, media and
the family) contribute to new or different forms of youth civic engagement? This
text contains contributions from acknowledged specialists such as Constance
Flanagan, Mark Elchardus, Marc Hooghe and Bert Klandermans and will be of
key interest to students and scholars of youth and young citizens, civic & political
involvement, European politics, youth studies, sociology, political participation
and electoral behaviour.
The future engagement of young citizens from a wide range of socio-economic,
ethnic and cultural backgrounds in democratic politics remains a crucial concern
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for academics, policy-makers, civics teachers and youth workers around the
world. At a time when the negative relationship between socio-economic
inequality and levels of political participation is compounded by high youth
unemployment or precarious employment in many countries, it is not surprising
that new social media communications may be seen as a means to re-engage
young citizens. This edited collection explores the influence of social media, such
as YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter, upon the participatory culture of young
citizens. This collection, comprising contributions from a number of leading
international scholars in this field, examines such themes as the possible effects
of social media use upon patterns of political socialization; the potential of social
media to ameliorate young people’s political inequality; the role of social media
communications for enhancing the civic education curriculum; and evidence for
social media manifesting new forms of political engagement and participation by
young citizens. These issues are considered from a number of theoretical and
methodological approaches but all attempt to move beyond simplistic notions of
young people as an undifferentiated category of ‘the internet generation’.
Are young people today politically 'apathetic'? Or are they democratically 'mature'
citizens? This book examines several types of involvement to reveal changes in
young people's political participation in Europe in recent decades. It uses various
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concepts of 'age' to compare participation across countries and over time.
Too young to vote or pay taxes, teenagers are off the radar of political scientists. Yet civic
identities form during adolescence and are rooted in experiences as members of families,
schools, and community organizations. Flanagan helps us understand how young people
come to envisage civic engagement, and how their political identities take form.
What Politics? Youth and Political Engagement in Africa examines the diverse experiences of
being young in today's Africa. It offers new perspectives to the roles and positions young
people take to change their life conditions both within and beyond the formal political structures
and institutions. The contributors represent several social science disciplines, and provide wellgrounded qualitative analyses of young people's everyday engagements by critically examining
dominant discourses of youth, politics and ideology. Despite focusing on Africa, the book is a
collective effort to better understand what it is like to be young today, and what the making of
tomorrow's yesterday means for them in personal and political terms. Contributors are: Ehaab
Abdou, Abebaw Yirga Adamu, Henni Alava, Paivi Armila, Randi Ronning Balsvik, Jesper
Bjarnesen, ora Bjornsdottir, Jonina Einarsdottir, Tilo Gratz, Nanna Jordt Jorgensen, Marko
Kananen, Sofia Laine, Naydene de Lange, Afifa Ltifi, Ivo Mhike, Claudia Mitchell, Relebohile
Moletsane, Danai S. Mupotsa, Elina Oinas, Henri Onodera, Eija Ranta, Mounir Saidani, Mariko
Sato, Loubna H. Skalli, Tiina Sotkasiira, Abdoulaye Sounaye, Leena Suurpaa, and Mulumebet
Zenebe.
Bachelor Thesis from the year 2014 in the subject Politics - Basics and General, grade: B+, ,
language: English, abstract: The purpose of the study was to establish the ways in which this
said community gets involved in politics, and which mode of involvement is mostly rampant
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within the NUL youth. The study was more determined to explore the diverse ways in which the
youth find palatable and find it easy to indulge in as part of political participation process. It was
also the goal of this research to identify the mode of political participation which majority of the
youth at NUL preferred over others. It was of paramount importance to discern how meaningful
and fruitful do educated Basotho youth consider politics to be. The study used questionnaires
to gather information that would address the objectives of this research paper. It also involved
interacting with the youth at the National University of Lesotho to explore their level of political
participation. In this regard, their inclination in political events were identified and established.
The youth are lacking in ministerial posts and the national assembly of Lesotho. Yet, it is
common to hear people say that the youth are leaders of tomorrow. The aim of this research
was to establish the level of political participation among the National University of Lesotho
(NUL) youth. Data for this study was collected from 15 respondents through a questionnaire.
The study found that that the youth participate less when it comes to voting in general elections
and supporting political parties, especially when it comes to enrolling for their membership. On
the contrary, the level of political participation among the youth at NUL was found to be high as
measured using political activism. Despite their low level of political participation, it was
established that the youth at NUL preferred to participate in politics through voting in general
elections and buying political party products.
This book investigates the reasons behind the 2017 youthquake – which saw the highest rate
of youth turnout in a quarter of a century, and an unprecedented gap in youth support for
Labour over the Conservative Party – from both a comparative and a theoretical perspective. It
compares youth turnout and party allegiance over time and traces changes in youth political
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participation in the UK since the onset of the 2008 global financial crisis – from austerity, to the
2016 EU referendum, to the rise of Corbyn – up until the election in June 2017 General
Election. The book identifies the rise of cosmopolitan values and left-leaning attitudes amongst
Young Millennials - particularly students and young women. The situation in the UK is also
contrasted with developments in youth participation in other established democracies,
including the youthquakes inspired by Obama in the US (2008) and Trudeau in Canada (2015).
James Sloam is Reader in Politics at Royal Holloway, University of London, UK. He is coconvenor of the UK Political Studies Association (PSA) specialist group on young people’s
politics. His work focuses on youth politics in Europe and the United States, inequalities in
political participation, and the role of education in democratic engagement. Matt Henn is
Professor of Social Research at Nottingham Trent University, UK. He is the Research
Coordinator for Politics and International Relations and Coordinator of Postgraduate Research
in the School of Social Sciences. He has published widely on the subject of young people and
politics over the last two decades. .
In 2016, 90% of young Americans reported an interest in politics. 80% intended to vote. Yet
only 43% of people between the ages of 18 and 29 ended up actually casting a ballot. Making
Young Voters investigates what lies at the core of this gap. The authors' in-depth,
interdisciplinary approach reveals that political apathy is not the reason for low levels of youth
turnout. Rather, young people too often fail to follow through on their political interests and
intentions. Those with 'noncognitive' skills related to self-regulation are more likely to overcome
internal and external barriers to participation. This book combines theory from psychology,
economics, child development, and more to explore possible solutions rooted in civic education
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and electoral reform. This potentially paradigm-shifting contribution to the literature of
American politics serves to influence not only our understanding of voter turnout, but also the
fundamental connections between the education system, electoral institutions, and individual
civic behavior in a democracy. How young people vote affects not only each individual future,
but that of the United States, and of us all.
This comprehensive reference examines the history and importance of youth participation in
politics, suggests reasons for their disengagement, and discusses efforts to increase the
interest of young voters in the political process—a process in which they could be a controlling
factor. • Biographical sketches of individuals who have played key roles in encouraging
political participation among young people and of young people who are, or were, especially
active in politics • A chronology of youth political participation in the United States from the
Revolutionary War to the present • A directory of organizations that have engaged in the study
of youth political participation or that encourage such participation
Debating Democracys Future. In recent years a growing debate has emerged over the political
engagement of the young. From Australia, to North America, to Scandinavia, politicians and
political analysts worry about young peoples absence from the polls and the consequences for
democracy if this trend continues. This collection of essays describes the changing patterns of
youth political participation, inequalities in participation among various social groups, and what
reforms might stimulate greater youth participation.
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