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Reading Classes On Culture And Classism In
America
In academia, the effects of the “cultural turn” have been felt deeply. In everyday
life, tenets from cultural politics have influenced how people behave or regard
their options for action, such as the reconfiguration of social movements,
protests, and praxis in general.
A study of the politicisation of 'ordinary people' in western Germany in the 1850s.
Culture and the Middle ClassesRoutledge
This is a highly original book about the connections between historical moment,
social structure, technology, communication systems, and what is said and
thought using these systems - notably literature. The author focuses on the
differences between 'discourse networks' in 1800 and in 1900, in the process
developing a new analysis of the shift from romanticism to modernism. The work
might be classified as a German equivalent to the New Historicism that is
currently of great interest among American literary scholars, both in the
intellectual influences to which Kittler responds and in his concern to ground
literature in the most concrete details of historical reality. The artful structure of
the book begins with Goethe's Faust and ends with Vale;ry's Faust. In the 1800
section, the author discusses how language was learned, the emergence of the
modern university, the associated beginning of the interpretation of contemporary
literature, and the canonization of literature. Among the writers and works Kittler
analyzes in addition to Goethe's Faust are Schlegel, Hegel, E. T. A. Hoffman's
'The Golden Pot', and Goethe's Tasso. The 1900 section argues that the new
discourse network in which literature is situated in the modern period is
characterized by new technological media - film, the photograph, and the
typewritten page - and the crisis that these caused for literary production. Along
the way, the author discusses the work of Nietzsche, Gertrude Stein, Mallarme;,
Bram Stroker, the Surrealists, Rilke, Kafka, and Freud, among others.
By closely examining the interaction between intellectual and material culture in
the period before the Nazis came to power in Germany, the author comes to the
conclusion that, contrary to widely held assumptions, consumer culture in the
Weimar period, far from undermining reading, used reading culture to enhance its
goods and values. Reading material was marked as a consumer good, while
reading as an activity, raising expectations as it did, influenced consumer culture.
Consequently, consumption contributed to the diffusion of reading culture, while
at the same time a popular reading culture strengthened consumption and its
values.
Literary and popular culture has often focused its attention on women readers,
particularly since early Victorian times. In Reading Women, an esteemed group
of new and established scholars provide a close study of the evolution of the
woman reader by examining a wide range of nineteenth- and twentieth-century
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media, including Antebellum scientific treatises, Victorian paintings, and Oprah
Winfrey's televised book club, as well as the writings of Charlotte Brontë, Harriet
Beecher Stowe, and Zora Neale Hurston. Attending especially to what, how, and
why women read, Reading Women brings together a rich array of subjects that
sheds light on the defining role the woman reader has played in the formation,
not only of literary history, but of British and American culture. The contributors
break new ground by focusing on the impact representations of women readers
have had on understandings of literacy and certain reading practices, the
development of books and print culture, and the categorization of texts into high
and low cultural forms.
A text book on Social Science
Framed by the publication of Leviathan and the 1713 Licensing Act, this collection provides
analysis of both canonical and non-canonical texts within the scope of an eighty-year period of
theatre history, allowing for definition and assessment that uncouples Restoration drama from
eighteenth-century drama. Paying special attention to literary innovation and sociopolitical
changes, this book is a valuable tool for scholars of Restoration and eighteenth-century
performance, providing groundwork for future research and investigation.
This book explores language teacher beliefs in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) reading
instruction in the context of Chinese university English instructors. Since the 1990s, there has
been a renewed interest on teacher beliefs in the domain of language teacher cognition.
However, most studies in this area aim at investigating the relationship between particular
aspects of teacher beliefs and classroom practices, largely ignoring the complexity of teacher
beliefs. This study explores the issue from an alternative perspective by conceptualizing
teacher beliefs as a complex, dynamic and multi-faceted system. By adopting five rounds of
interview and four classroom observations, the year-long study reveals seven key features of
the belief system shared among six participants. It calls for the holistic, complex and insider
view to examine teacher beliefs in relation to the sociocultural and historical contexts where the
teachers work and live.
Planned nine-volume series devoted to the exploration of popular print culture in English from
the beginning of the sixteenth century to the present.
This unique and timely book follows the experiences of four Arabic teenagers, their families
and their community, focusing on the role of literacy in their daily lives and the differences
between home and school. The author looks at the conflict between expectations and practices
at school and in the home, arguing that problems are inevitable where class and cultural
differences exist. Emerging themes include: how literacy practices in the community are
undergoing rapid change due to global developments in technology how the patterns of written
and spoken language in English and Arabic in the home are linked with social practices in
logical and coherent ways how many of the family practices that differ from school culture and
language become marginalised. Built around these insightful case studies yet grounded in
theory, this book is of immediate relevance to teachers working in multicultural contexts and
students and lecturers in language/literacy or on TESOL courses.
The official Statutes and Ordinances of the University of Cambridge.
In The Psychology of Social Class, leading social psychologist Michael Argyle provides a
comprehensive account of psychological and other research into social class using data from
Britain, the United States and elsewhere. By addressing differences in social class, the book
broadens the perspective of social psychological research to examine such topics as the effect
of achievement motivation and other personality variables on social mobility and the effect of
social class on health. After examining the historical development of class and the attempts to
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abolish it, Argyle describes the class system currently existing in Britain and compares it with
others in the modern world. Included are discussions of psychological models of class, and
hierarchies in small groups and social organizations. A detailed account is provided of class
differences in behavior and beliefs, covering such aspects as marriage, friendship, speech,
style, personality, sexual behavior, crime, religion, and leisure. Finally, Argyle examines the
images people have of the class system, the effects of class on well-being, and discusses
possible explanations of class differences in terms of genetics, socialization, work experience,
differences in lifestyle and the sheer effects of social status.
A comprehensive look at a classic work of popular fiction and its hold on the American
imagination.
First published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
This book bridges the gap between writing paragraphs and writing essays. The second edition
of the Student's Book updates the readings written by a wide range of culturally diverse
international authors - and adds news supplemental reading lists to most chapters. To move
students more quickly into essay writing, the second edition reduces the number of paragraph
writing assignments. The book focuses on a single theme per chapter and integrates the
reading grammar, and editing activities. It includes assignment-specific peer-response sheets,
guides students through peer-response activities, and addresses grammar points in the editing
checklist.
The Varieties of Confucian Experience offers a number of ethnographic accounts of the
popular Confucian revival taking place in China since the beginning of the 21st Century.
Arguing that Poe is exemplary in his ambivalent relationship to mass culture, the author offers
a new theorization of mass culture and ideology.
Twenty-nine collected essays represent a critical history of Shakespeare's play as text and as
theater, beginning with Samuel Johnson in 1765, and ending with a review of the Royal
Shakespeare Company production in 1991. The criticism centers on three aspects of the play:
the love/friendship debate.
Amy Tucker extends current research and theory on contrastive rhetoric to study ESL students
tackling the art and skill of writing and reading literature.
This handbook offers a comprehensive overview of the complexity and diversity of audience
studies in the advent of digital media. Details the study of audiences and how it is changing in
relation to digital media Recognizes and appreciates valuable traditional approaches and
identifies how they can be applied to, and evolve with, the changing media world Offers diverse
perspectives from which being an audience, theorizing audiences, researching audiences, and
doing audience research are approached today Argues that the field works best by identifying
particular 'audience problems' and applying the best theories and research methods available
to solving them Includes contributions from some of the most outstanding international
scholars in the field
Now thoroughly updated and revised, this new edition of the highly acclaimed dictionary
provides an authoritative and accessible guide to modern ideas in the broad interdisciplinary
fields of cultural and critical theory Updated to feature over 40 new entries including pieces on
Alain Badiou, Ecocriticism, Comparative Racialization , Ordinary Language Philosophy and
Criticism, and Graphic Narrative Includes reflective, broad-ranging articles from leading
theorists including Julia Kristeva, Stanley Cavell, and Simon Critchley Features a fully updated
bibliography Wide-ranging content makes this an invaluable dictionary for students of a diverse
range of disciplines
In recent years, historians have debated fervently on the reason for the decline of British
Labour History as an academic discipline. Most certainly the challenge of Thatcherism to the
working classes and trade unions in the 1980s, and the fragmentation of Labour history into
gender studies, industrial studies and women’s history, have contributed to its apparent
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decline. Post-modernists’ challenges to the concept of class, culture and community have
done their damage. As a result “Labour history”, in its broad-school sense, has been taught
less and less in British universities. Yet it survives and there are grounds for believing that it
will revive. This collection of chapters arose from a conference held at the University of
Huddersfield in November 2010, held under the auspices of the Society for the Study of Labour
History, where nineteen papers were presented. Ten of this disparate array of papers form the
basis of this collection. The theme of community and localised struggle form the first section,
ranging as it does from the newspapers’ representation of Yorkshire miners to brass bands
and the development of separate culture. The second section deals with the more traditional
trade unionism and varieties of industrial struggle. The third section focuses upon the political
aspects of working-class activity, drawing upon the role of women, and Labour policy on steel
nationalisation and defence. The fourth deals with radicalism, ranging from the failure of
Chartism, the policy of working-class organisations to emigration, and the failure of the “soft”
section of the British left in the 1920s and 1930s. There is no all-embracing concept here for
what is a varied collection of chapters. However, what can be said is that British Labour history
continues to provide new areas for research. Indeed, its death as an academic discipline has
been greatly exaggerated. This collection of book chapters represents the current revival in
Labour history which has emerged in a form that brings together community and culture
alongside class and political representation to explore the breadth and depth of working-class
identity.
Excerpt from Education as Growth: Or the Culture of Character; A Book for Teachers' Reading
Circles, Normal Classes, and Individual Teachers Perhaps no sane person ever lived to be fifty
years of age without wishing at least once that he could live his life over again, bringing back to
his youth the experience of his maturity. Realizing that this is impossible for himself, he
earnestly de sires that his children, and, if his sympathies are broad, other young people, shall
become wise ere it is too late to profit by their wisdom. But in his anxiety for the young be
frequently mistakes knowl edge for wisdom; and in his theory of education he is liable to leave
out of account that growth or development of the soul which alone makes a person capable of
using aright his treasures of acquired learning. This little book is devoted to a discussion of the
best ways of attaining sound character through the process of acquiring an edu cation under
the discipline of the school and other. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This
book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to
preserve the state of such historical works.
In today's multicultural and multireligious societies, humour and comedy often become the
focus of controversy over alleged racist or offensive content, as shown, for instance, by the
intense debate of Sacha Baron Cohen's characters Ali G and Borat, and the Prophet
Muhammad cartoons published in the Danish newspaper Jyllands-Posten. Despite these
intense debates, commentary on humour in the academy lacks a clear way of connecting the
serious and the humorous, and a clear way of accounting for the serious impact of comic
language. The absence of a developed 'serious' vocabulary with which to judge the humorous
tends to encourage polarized debates, which fail to account for the paradoxes of humour. This
book draws on the social theory of Zygmunt Baumann to examine the linguistic structure of
humour, arguing that, as a form of language similar to metaphor, it is both unstable and
unpredictable, and structurally prone to act rhetorically; that is, to be convincing.
Deconstructing the dominant form of racism aimed at black people in the US, and that aimed at
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Asians in the UK, The Rhetoric of Racist Humour shows how racist humour expresses and
supports racial stereotypes in the US and UK, while also exploring the forms of resistance
presented by the humour of Black and Asian comedians to such stereotypes. An engaging
exploration of modern, late modern and fluid or postmodern forms of humour, this book will be
of interest to sociologists and scholars of cultural and media studies, as well as those working
in the fields of race and ethnicity, humour and cultural theory.
This book examines the linkage between literacy and linguistic diversity, embedding them in
their social and cultural contexts. It illustrates that a more complete understanding of literacy
among diverse populations and in multicultural societies requires attention to issues of literacy
per se as well as to improving an educational process that has relevance beyond members of
majority cultures and linguistic groups. The focus of the book is on the social and cultural
contexts in which literacy develops and is enacted, with an emphasis on the North American
situation. Educators and researchers are discovering that cognitive approaches, while very
valuable, are insufficient by themselves to answer important questions about literacy in
heterogeneous societies. By considering the implications of family, school, culture, society, and
nation for literary processes, the book answers the following questions. In a multi-ethnic
context, what does it mean to be literate? What are the processes involved in becoming and
being literate in a second language? In what ways is literacy in a second language similar and
in what ways is it different from mother-tongue literacy? What factors must be understood to
better describe and facilitate literacy acquisition among members of ethnic and linguistic
minorities? What are some current approaches that are being used to accomplish this? These
are vital questions for researchers and educators in a world that has a large number of
immigrants, a variety of multi-ethnic and multi-lingual societies, and an increasing degree of
multinational activity. Beyond addressing applied concerns, attending to these questions can
provide new insights into basic aspects of literacy.
Learn how to integrate pop culture and technology into school library programs and
classrooms, and make today's digital content, mobile devices, and students' changing interests
work to the educator's advantage.
Jane Austen's novels have been widely read and discussed, but one topic that is rarely studied
is her use of speech. In this volume, writers from around the world consider Austen's
sometimes playful, always witty and significant use of dialogue. Features contributions from
Juliet McMaster, Isobel Grundy, Linda Bree, Gary Kelly, Jan Fergus, Jocelyn Harris, Kay
Young and others.
"[Brantlinger's] writing is admirably lucid, his knowledge impressive and his thesis a welcome
reminder of the class bias that so often accompanies denunciations of popular fiction."
—Publishers Weekly "Brantlinger is adept at discussing both the fiction itself and the social
environment in which that fiction was produced and disseminated. He brings to his study a
thorough knowledge of traditional and contemporary scholarship, which results in an important
scholarly book on Victorian fiction and its production." —Choice "Timely, scrupulously
researched, thoroughly enlightening, and steadily readable.... A work of agenda-setting
historical scholarship." —Garrett Stewart Fear of mass literacy stalks the pages of Patrick
Brantlinger's latest book. Its central plot involves the many ways in which novels and novel
reading were viewed—especially by novelists themselves—as both causes and symptoms of
rotting minds and moral decay among nineteenth-century readers.
This book is a sociological study of a societal grouping that has the popular title ’middle
class’. It argues that it is more precise to describe the middle classes as dominant groupings,
and the book draws upon a wide range of characters from such groupings. In a detailed
analysis of cultural practices, those making an appearance include omnivores, carnivores,
herbivores, the middle-brow, traditional culture vultures, middle class plunderers, the urban
arts eclectic and the English gentleman. There is a particular focus on those expressing the
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’silver disposition’; predominantly affluent, middle-aged and white, with a taste for
conspicuous consumption and established cultural forms. The book brings together a range of
disparate sources on the middle classes and offers a sustained engagement with the concept
of ’culture’. It illustrates the extent to which social groups utilize the various assets at their
disposal and seek to maintain the legitimacy of their cultural practices. The findings emphasise
the continuing link between class and taste. Culture and the Middle Classes will be of interest
to those working in the fields of class and culture across a range of disciplines, including
sociology, cultural studies, social theory, media studies and cultural anthropology.
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